TOVERTAFEL (MAGIC TABLE)
WHAT IS THE TOVERTAFEL?

OUTSTANDING DEMENTIA
CARE PRODUCT

The Tovertafel (‘Magic Table’ in
Dutch) contains a series of
games for people living with mid
to late stage dementia,
engineered to encourage
instinctive participation, inviting
engagement and stimulating a
level of physical and social
activity rarely seen in people
living with dementia at that
stage of their journey. The beautiful games were developed
specifically for each target group and can be played both
independently and under supervision.
The games consist of a series of
interactive light animations that
are projected on any table and
which motivate the mind and
inspire those living with
dementia to be active.
Moreover, the Tovertafel creates
treasured moments with family
members and carers. These
games are all about enjoyment
and wonder.
The Tovertafel is a box that can be mounted on
the ceiling above any table in a care centre.
Inside the box there is a high-quality
projector, infrared sensors, speaker, and
processor that work together to project
the games onto the table. Because the
colourful objects respond to hand and
arm movements, users get to play with
the light itself.
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Tovertafel was developed
through six years of
research during the PhD of
our Dutch friend Hester Le
Riche in collaboration with
dementia care homes and
therefore closely matches
their needs and
capabilities.
A video we launched can
be seen here and one
made by our Dutch
colleagues can be seen here (including subtitles).
The Guardian featured us in an article that gives a true account of the
benefits.
We have other games developed for adults with learning disabilities
called Tovertafel UP which you can read more about here and are
developing games for children with Autism.
WHAT IS SHIFT 8 LTD?
Shift 8 Ltd, a social business founded by John Ramsay and Mehdi
Bedioui, runs distribution of the Tovertafel in the UK. John’s father was
diagnosed with dementia when he was just 12 and he therefore has
first hand experience of engaging with a family member living with
dementia. After giving up his job as a corporate lawyer in London,
John persuaded his friend Mehdi to join the incredible journey of
bringing moments of happiness to those living with dementia
throughout the UK. Here at Shift 8 we are committed to improving the
level of activities in care centres to help people live well with
dementia.
We are a social business determined to make a diﬀerence so there
are various optional follow up services that we provide for free to
ensure that the Tovertafel reaches its full potential and the
investment of the care home is used properly, such as training a
launch party and a volunteer programme to help inspire the next
generation to get involved in dementia care.
As we build our business we are looking to raise awareness about
dementia (especially amongst younger people) so it would be great
to be put in touch with any contacts hoping to achieve similar goals.
WE TRULY WANT TO CHANGE THE WORLD OF DEMENTIA WITH
EVERY INTERACTION!
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OUR FULL TOVERTAFEL ORIGINAL PACKAGE INCLUDES:

• 1 projector with remote control, Wi-Fi dongle, 8 original games
(Sayings, Space, Leaves, Fish, Butterflies, Soap Bubbles, Beach Ball
and Flowers)
• Installation of up to 4 ceiling
mounts in one building to hang the
• Tovertafel and move it around
• 2 years free service
• 2 years free software update
• Plus free optional extras such as staﬀ training, launch party and a
Tovertafel Buddy
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FREE OPTIONAL EXTRAS
TRAINING
We are determined to make sure that the Tovertafel reaches its full
potential. After an initial training session on the day of installation we
also oﬀer a second more interactive session (approximately four
weeks after installation) where we invite any staﬀ and family
interested to attend.
By then you should have more experience using the games and
understand the tips we will share with you so that the games can help
your residents, especially those who are hardest to interact with.
LAUNCH PARTY
We would love to help you organise a launch party with staﬀ, family,
friends and the wider care centre community. This can often be used
as a great PR opportunity for your home and is a brilliant way to
introduce the Tovertafel.
We have had local TV networks, radios and newspapers attend our
past launch parties. To give you an idea we have a few videos and
articles related to past launch parties on our Facebook page.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION TO GET
INVOLVED IN DEMENTIA CARE?
Would you like to make sure all staﬀ,
family members and volunteers know
how to use the Tovertafel, and more
importantly, keep using it?
A Tovertafel Buddy is a volunteer
(usually aged between 17 and 23) who
lives locally and can help you create
moments of happiness! With at least 6
visits over 2 months, this Buddy, full of
youthful enthusiasm, will actively
encourage all staﬀ, friends and family to
use the Tovertafel, helping them become
comfortable with all the features and how the games can improve the
quality of life for the users.
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